
Palmetto Charter School Library Materials or Other Reading Materials 
Reconsideration Procedure 

Guidelines: 

A complainant may raise an objection to a learning resource used in a school's educational 
program despite the fact that the individuals selecting such resources were duly qualified to 
make the selection, followed the proper procedure, and observed the criteria for selecting 
learning resources.  

No parent has the right to determine reading, viewing, or listening matter for students other 
than his or her own children.  

Access to a challenged resource shall not be restricted during the reconsideration process.  

A decision to sustain a challenge shall not necessarily be interpreted as a judgment of 
irresponsibility on the part of the professional involved in the original selection and/or use 
of the resource.  

Request for Informal Reconsideration  

Step One: The staff member receiving a complaint regarding a learning material shall try to resolve 
the issue informally. Within five working school days of the receipt of a complaint, the teacher 
or librarian whose     students are using the learning resource shall meet with the 
complainant; listen to his or her concerns;       explain the learning resource selection 
procedures; the particular place the questioned resource occupies in the educational program; 
its intended educational usefulness; and work with the complainant to resolve his or her 
concerns, including but not limited to, offering the student, if a student is involved, another 
comparable and acceptable learning resource.  

Step Two: If the complainant is not satisfied with the results of the Step One conference and 
wishes to continue the challenge, the complainant shall meet with the Principal or Assistant 
Principal regarding the learning material. The Step Two conference shall occur within ten 
working school days after the completion of the Step One conference. The Principal or 
Assistant Principal shall meet with the complainant, listen to his or her concerns, and work 
with the complainant to resolve his or her concerns. The Principal or Assistant Principal may 
also refer the complainant to someone else who could provide additional information as  
needed. The informal process may not be used to remove resources from the instructional 
curriculum or from the school or classroom libraries. Resources may only be removed if that is 
the result of completing the formal challenge process detailed below.  

The Request for Reconsideration of Library Materials or Other Reading Materials form shall be 
used if the concern is not resolved at the Step Two conference. The form must be filed within 
ten (10) working days of the Step Two conference.  Failure to timely file this form shall be 
considered a waiver of any further requests for reconsideration    



Request for Reconsideration of PCS Library Materials or Other Reading Materials 

If you wish to challenge a book in the PCS library or other reading materials in use, please 
complete and submit this form in person to the PCS principal along with a valid ID. This   
identification must indicate that you are a resident of Manatee County.  

Books - Before bringing a challenge to a book found at the school, the complainant must read the 
book in its entirety before paperwork can be completed and accepted by the principal.  

   Please complete all applicable information:  

Date of Request: ________________ 
 
Title of 
Material:_________________________________________________________________________ 
Author: ____________________________ Publisher:_____________________________________ 
Copyright Date:_______________ISBN:________________________Grade Level:_____________ 
 
Have you read, viewed or listened to this material in its entirety?  _____Yes    _____ No  
 
Select which portion of the cited Florida Statute that you feel captures your objection to the 
material. 
 
Section 1006.40(3)(d), Florida Statutes, requires that any materials purchased thereunder, must 
be: 
_____Free of pornography and materials prohibited under Section 847.012, Florida Statutes. 
_____Suited to student needs and their ability to comprehend the material presented. 
_____Appropriate for the grade level and age group for which the materials are used or made 
  available. 
 
What do you believe is the main idea, purpose or theme of this material? 
 
 
 
To what in the material do you object? (Please be specific—cite passages and include page 
numbers of each item challenged and state your reasons for the objection to the cited passages.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Were students required to read, view, or listen to the material?       _____Yes _____No 
Was an alternative to the material provided at parent or student request?   _____Yes _____No 
 
What do you feel might be the result of a student using this material? 



 
A parent/legal guardian of a student currently enrolled on PCS or a resident of Manatee County, 
Florida, shall use the following procedures to present evidence that the challenged material 
does not meet the criteria of Sections 1006.31 and 1006.40, Florida Statutes, by requesting 
reconsideration of the challenged material.  

The following individuals may file a challenge: (a) A parent/legal guardian of an enrolled 
Palmetto Charter School student; or (b) A resident of Manatee County. For purposes of this 
policy, "resident" means a resident of the county who has maintained his/her residence in 
Manatee County, Florida for the preceding year, has purchased a home that is occupied by 
him/her as his/her residence in the county, or has established a domicile in the county.  

For what age group would you recommend this material? 
 
Is there any additional information you would like us to consider in the reconsideration evaluation? 
 
 
 
What would you like the school to do about this material? 
 _____Do not assign it to my child 
 _____Remove from certain grade levels: Grade Levels_____ 
 _____Withdraw it from all students 
 _____Allow student access only with a parent consent requirement 
 
 

Contact Information for PCS Parent /Legal Guardian or Resident Submitting Request  
 
Name_______________________     __________________________ 

  Last         First 

Address__________________________________City_________________State_______Zip_________ 
Email Address__________________________________Phone_____________________________________ 
 
I am a:  _____Parent/ Legal Guardian of an enrolled student at Palmetto Charter School. 

_____I am not affiliated with Palmetto Charter School; I am a Manatee County       
Resident. 

  _____Other:__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Signature_______________________________________________Date______________________________ 

 
For Administrative Use Only 
 
Date Received___________________Received by___________________________________________ 
Reviewer Notes (if any)_____________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Informal Conference Dates: Step One______________________Step Two____________________________ 
Reconsideration Meeting Date_________________Outcome_______________________________________ 



 
 

In the event of multiple formal requests for Reconsideration of Materials are filed by the same individual at 
PCS, the Principal shall require the individual to prioritize the order of filed requests. 

Upon receipt of a timely request for Reconsideration of Library or Other Reading Materials form, the 
Principal or Assistant Principal shall appoint and convene a Reconsideration Committee to review and 
evaluate the challenged material.  The Committee shall consist of an odd number of members and shall 
include, but not be limited to, at least five (5) members: 

  A A certified Media Specialist 

  B Principal or Assistant Principal 

  C At least one (1) teacher (excluding the teacher involved) within the grade range. 

  D One (1) PCS parent/legal guardian, who is not a school employee (who is  
                  not the parent or resident requesting the reconsideration) 
 
All members of the committee will receive a copy of the Reconsideration form, review from reputable, 

professionally recognized reviewing periodicals and must read the entire book prior to the meeting.   

The Committee will endeavor to meet to review the material within fifteen (15) working school days of 
receipt of the written request for Materials Reconsideration form. 

The Committee will meet in the sunshine (meaning the meeting will be open to the public and advertised at 
the school level.) 

A quorum of more than half the members must be present at the meeting in order for the Committee to 
make a decision. 

The Committee will issue a written determination.  The determination shall be reviewable after five (5) 
years. 

The Principal will notify the complainant in writing of the committee’s decision. 

The reconsideration & outcome will be reported to the Florida Department of Education by the Principal. 

 

Appeal of the Committee Determination to the PCS Board of Directors 

 A.  If the complainant requesting Reconsideration of Materials requests an appeal to the Board of 
Directors, the appeal must be made in writing and submitted within ten (10) working school days of the 
Committee’s determination. A failure to file within ten (10) working school days shall be considered a waiver 
of any such appeal. 

 B.  The Board shall review the challenged material, the recommendations from the Committee and 
render the final decision on the originally filed request for Reconsideration of Library Materials or Other 
Reading Materials at a properly noticed regularly scheduled Board meeting. 

 

SPECIFIC AUTHORITY:  Section 1004.92; 1006.28; 1006.283; 1006.31; 1006.34; 1006.40, Florida 
Statutes  


