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It is the intent of Palmetto Charter School to establish and maintain a school
Library Media Center.

The PCS Library Media Center shall enhance and support the school’s educational mission
by providing a wide range of materials, in print, on all levels of difficulty, with diversity of
appeal and the representation of different points of view.

The PCS Library Media Center collection shall consist of the following:

(a) Materials that will enrich and support the curriculum, taking into consideration the
varied interests, abilities, and maturity levels of the students served;

(b) Materials that will stimulate growth in factual knowledge, literary appreciation,
aesthetic values, and ethical standards;

(c) A background of information enabling students to make intelligent judgments in
their daily life;

(d) Materials representative of the racial, ethnic, socio-economic, and cultural diversity
of the students of this school and community.

(e) A comprehensive collection appropriate for the users of the Library Media Center.

Responsibility and Training for Selection of PCS Library Media Center Materials

(a) Materials shall be selected by certified personnel who hold a valid educational
media specialist certificate. Principals are responsible for overseeing compliance
with school procedures for selecting materials at Palmetto Charter School.

(b) Media specialists and any other personnel involved in the selection of materials
shall complete the Florida Department of Education’s online training program,
created pursuant to Section 1006.29, Florida Statutes, to assist reviewers in
complying with the requirements of Section 1006.31, Florida Statutes, before
reviewing and selecting age-appropriate materials and library resources.

The Media Specialists and any other personnel involved in the selection of
materials shall consider the requirements contained in Sections 1006.28,
1006.283, 1006.31, and 1006.40, Florida Statutes.



(c) The Principal shall annually verify that all media specialists employed by
Palmetto Charter School have completed the Department of Education’s
online training program.

Criteria and Procedures for Selection of PCS Library Media Center Materials and
Other Reading Materials

(a) The standards to determine the propriety of materials shall be in
accordance with Section 1006.40(3)(d), Florida Statutes, specifically,
that the material is:

(i) Not “harmful to minors,” in accordance with Section 847.001,
Florida Statutes, meaning “any reproduction, imitation,
characterization, description, exhibition, presentation, or
representation, of whatever kind or form, depicting nudity, sexual
conduct, or sexual excitement when it:

a) Predominantly appeals to a prurient, shameful, or morbid
interest

b) Is patently offensive to the prevailing standards in the adult
community as a whole with respect to what is suitable material or
conduct for minors;

c) Taken as a whole, is without serious literary, artistic, political,
or scientific value for minors.”

(ii) Not “obscene,” in accordance with Section 847.001, Florida
Statutes, meaning “the status of material which:

a) The average person, applying contemporary community
standards, would find, taken as a whole, appeals to the
prurient interest;

b) Depicts or describes, in a patently offensive way, sexual
conduct as specifically defined herein; and

c) Taken as a whole, lacks serious literary, artistic, political, or
scientific value.”



(iii) Free of pornography and material prohibited under Section
847.012, Florida Statutes. For purposes of this policy,
pornography” is defined in the Florida Department of
Education’s online training program as “the depiction of erotic
behavior (as in pictures or writing) intended to cause sexual
excitement.”

i. Any picture, photograph, drawing, sculpture, motion picture
film, videocassette, or similar visual representation or image
of a person or portion of the human body which depicts
nudity or sexual conduct, sexual excitement, sexual battery,
bestiality, or sadomasochistic abuse and which is harmful to
minors; or

ii. Any book, pamphlet, magazine, printed matter however
reproduced, or sound recording that contains any matter
defined in Section 847.001, Florida Statutes, explicit and
detailed verbal descriptions or narrative accounts of sexual
excitement, or sexual conduct and that is harmful to minors.

(iv) Suited to student needs and their ability to comprehend the
material presented; and

(v) Appropriate for the grade level and age group for which the
materials are used or made available.

(d) When selecting materials, whether purchased, donated, or otherwise
made available to students, the media specialist shall:

(i) Evaluate the existing collection;
(ii) Consult reputable, professionally recognized reviewing periodicals
(iii) Consider materials based on reader interest;

(iv) Consider materials that support the state academic standards and
aligned curriculum;

(v) Consider materials that support the academic needs of students
and faculty;



(vi) Consider the reputation of the publisher/producer, and the
significance of the author/artist/composer/producer; and

(vii) Determine whether donated materials shall be accepted for
inclusion in the collection.

Criteria for Removal of PCS Library Media Center Materials and Other
Reading Materials

(a) Materials shall be evaluated and considered for removal from collections
on a regular basis.

(b) At minimum, materials shall be considered for removal based on the
following criteria:

(i) Physical condition;
(ii) Rate of recent circulation;

(iii) Lack of alignment to state academic standards and relevancy to
curriculum;

(iv) Out-of-date content; or
(v) Removed as a result of a formal challenge.

Materials Maintained in the PCS Library Media Center

(a) Palmetto Charter School shall publish on its website a link to the
searchable library catalog which shall list all materials maintained in the
library media center. For the purposes of this policy, Library media centers
also include any collection of books, ebooks, periodicals, and videos
maintained and accessible on the site of the school, including classrooms.

(b) Palmetto Charter School shall publish on its website a list of all materials
required as part of a school or grade-level reading list.

SPECIFIC AUTHORITY: Section 847.001; 847.012; 1003.41; 1003.45; 1004.92;
1006.28; 1006.283; 1006.31; 1006.34; 1006.40, Florida Statutes Article |, Section
3, Florida Constitution



